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SEISDON  RURAL  DESTRIOT  GOUf^CEL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 

Name  Qualifications  Duties 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

ALAN  R.  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

KENNEDY  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  (Seisdon  R.  D.  C.)  for 

D.P.H.  5/llths  of  the  week. 

(2)  Assistant  County  Medi¬ 

cal  Officer  (Staffordshire 
County  Council)  for  6/ 
llths  of  the  week. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

E.  H.  ROBERTS,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Eood  Inspection. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

H.  F.  ROBINSON,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 


Deputy  Cleansing  Superintendent  and  Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector  : 

G.  DRAYCOTT,  Cert.R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection, 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Certihcate. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  F.  KELLY,  Cert.  R.S.L,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

(Duties  of  P.H.I.’s  :  Statutory  Duties  prescribed  by  Sanitary 
Officer’s  Regulations  ;  Public  Cleansing  ;  Petroleum  and  Shops 

Acts.) 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  {commenced  : 

C.  R.  WEAVER 


Clerical  Staff : 

D.  NALLY  Miss  J.  WOODWARD 

Mrs.  J.  BERWICK  Mrs.  K.  1.  BAKER 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IVIEDiCAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH  FOR  1966 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1966. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  of  January,  1967. 

The  Report  deals  with  Public  Health  subjects  in  Sections  as 
follows  : — 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  Rural  District. 

B  General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Rural 
District. 

0  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Rural  District. 

D  Housing  in  the  Rural  District. 

E  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

Q  Tuberculosis. 

and  it  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities. 

I  have  only  recently  joined  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  the  work  to  which  the  report  refers  was  carried  out  under  the 
leadership  of  the  late  Dr.  Alan  R.  Kennedy,  whose  unfortunate 
death  was  a  great  loss  to  the  Rural  District  as  a  whole,  and  his 
colleagues  will  miss  his  valued  help  and  advice. 

The  statistics  of  birth  rates  and  of  mortality  rates  continue  to 
be  good,  and  compare  favourably  with  the  National  figures.  The 
statistics  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  are  very  good. 
However,  the  large  outbreak  of  Influenza,  which  affected  Worn- 
bourne  Comprehensive  School  during  the  later  part  of  January 
1966  when  400  children  were  away  on  one  day  serves  to  remind  us 
that  overcrowding  must  be  avoided  if  we  wish  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  such  diseases.  The  next  epidemic  may  not  be  a  mild 
influenzal  but  a  more  serious  disease,  which  could  have  severe 
consequences.  The  County  Council  have  been  made  aware  of  the 
overcrowding  in  several  schools  and  urged  to  improve  the  situation. 
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It  appears  from  the  statistics,  that  still  a  small  number  of 
children  are  not  getting  their  primary  injections  and  reinforcements 
doses,  therefore  the  campaign  of  Health  Education  should  be 
continued,  to  make  young  parents  av/are  of  the  facilities  available. 

I  am  sure  that  Dr.  Kennedy  would  have  wished  me  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  persons  for  their 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  year  and  record  particular 
appreciation  of  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  Mr.  A.  R.  Baskett,  Clerk  and  Chief 
Financial  Officer  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  Mr.  F.  Bagley, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Rural  District  Council  and  Mr.  E.  H. 
Roberts,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District 
Council. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  DUKES 


September,  1967. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTIGAL  SUfVlfViARY 
Growtii  of  Popylation 


Registrar  General 


Persons 


Persons 


1/7/64  40,690 

1/7/65  41,350 

1/7/66  38,550 


+  870 

+  660 
—  2,800 


HOUSES 


Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Rural  District  : — 
1st  April,  1965  . .  . .  13,024 

1st  April,  1966  ..  ..  11,630 

1st  April,  1967  . .  .  .  11,983 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1965-66 — £6,194 

1966- 67— £5,705 

1967- 68— £6,095 


Rateable  Value  1965-66 — £1,464,698 

1966- 67— £1,405,629 

1967- 68— £1,454,228 

General  Rate  1965-66 — 9/-  in  the  £ 

1966- 67— 11 /4d.  in  the  £ 

1967- 68— 11/lld.  in  the  £. 

(plus  additional  items  in  certain  Parishes  varying  from  2d.  to  4d.) 
Area  :  43,495  acres,  i.e.  68  square  miles. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1966 


Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

T  < 

Total 

355 

353 

708 

Legitimate .  . 

344 

337 

681 

Illegitimate 

11 

16 

27 

Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

6 

3 

9 

Legitimate.  . 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infaiits 

under  one  year  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

8 

7 

15 

Legitimate .  . 

7 

6 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

5 

6 

11 

Legitimate .  . 

5 

5 

10 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

Legitimate . . 

4 

•  •  •  •  j_ 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

•  ♦  •  • 

1 

1 
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Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1965 

Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1966 

England 

Wales 

1966 

Number  of  Live  Births 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

762 

18.42 

708 

18.3 

17.7 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (%  of  total  live  births) 

3.3% 

3.8% 

— • 

Number  of  Stillbirths 

10 

9 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  . 

12.95 

12.7 

15.3 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

772 

717 

— 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  .  . 

21 

15 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — Total  infant  deaths  per 
1,000  total  live  births 

27.56 

21.2 

19.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

24.4 

18.3 

— 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

120 

74 

— 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

18.4 

15.5 

12.9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one 
week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

15.7 

11.1 

11.1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births 

28.5 

23.7 

26.3 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  number 
of  deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

0.83 

0.83 

— 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

15.3 

15.2 

— • 

Domiciliary  Births  .  . 

Includes — Kinver  Sub-District 

Codsall  Sub-District 

Wombourne  Sub-District 

43.0% 

327 

37 

143 

147 

41.9% 

297 

— 

Hospital  Births 

435 

411 

— 
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DEATHS 


1965 

Seisdon 

1966 

Seisdon 

1966 
England 
and  Wales 

Deaths  (at  ail  ages)  : 

Total  for  Seisdon 

813 

288 

— 

Males 

174 

150 

— 

Females 

139 

138 

— • 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population.  . 

7.56 

7.46 

11.7 

Comparability  Factor 

1.39 

1.38 

— 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

10.5 

10.3 

— 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Childbirth  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

49  M. 

29  M. 

27  F. 

76  Total 

32  F. 

61  Total 

Live  Births  exceeded  total  deaths  by 

449 

420 

— 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURINQ  THE 

YEAR  1966 

M.  F.  Total 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1  1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5  4 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus 

12  3 

15 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

—  / 

/ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

—  3 

3 

Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12  14 

26 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

—  1 

1 

Diabetes 

1  2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20  25 

45 

Coronary  disease.  Angina 

31  27 

58 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1  — 

1 

Other  heart  disease  .  . 

12  9 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5  1 

6 

Influenza 

3  — 

3 

Pneumonia 

10  10 

20 

Bronchitis 

10  9 

19 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

1  2 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  .  . 

3  — 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1  1 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

3  2 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12  12 

24 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6  1 

7 

All  other  accidents 

1  3 

4 

Suicide 

—  1 

1 

Totals  .  .  .  .  .  .  150  138  288 
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B8RTH  RATES 


SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1963 

786 

16.4 

18.2 

1964 

720 

14.7 

18.4 

1965 

762 

15.3 

18.0 

1966 

708 

18.3 

17.7 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

SEISDON 

England 
and  Wales 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Standardised 
Death  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

1963 

310 

7.8 

10.96 

12.2 

1964 

294 

7.23 

10.2 

11.3 

1965 

313 

7.56 

10.5 

11.5 

1966 

288 

7.46 

10.3 

11.7 
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LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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INFANTILE  f^^ORTALITY,  1966 


Deaths  from  causes  stated,  and  at  various  ages,  under  one  year  of  ago 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week. 

1  to  '2  weeks. 

2  to  11  weeks. 

i  .  . 

rf, 

o 

> 

-t 

G 

Total  under 

one  month. 

1  to  :i  months. 

3  to  T  months. 

G 

r*- 

/— 

G 

4-^ 

i)  to  12  months. 

Total  deaths 

under  one  year. 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cystic  Disease  of  Lungs 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Laryngo-Tracheitis  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

Malformation,  Kidney 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malformation,  Cerebral 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia,  Broncho 

2 

— 

2 

Congestive  Cardiac  Failure 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

8 

2 

1 

— 

11 

1 

— 

2 

1 

15 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

Average 
(Seisdon)  for 
last  5  years 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1952 

766 

20 

26.1 

21.6 

20.4 

1963 

786 

20 

25.4 

20.9 

22.9 

1964 

720 

10 

13.9 

20.0 

21.0 

1965 

762 

21 

27.6 

19.0 

22.1 

1966 

708 

15 

21.2 

19.0 

21.0 

PERS-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


ii.e.,  stillbirths,  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age,  per 
1,000  total  live  births  and  still  births). 


England  and  Wales 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1962 

30.8 

28.3 

1963 

29.3 

32.4 

1964 

28.2 

21.9 

1965 

26.9 

28.5 

1966 

26.3 

23.7 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Voluntary  Services  IVleals  on  Wheels. 

rUoso  \  ra  Kia.VvV.  Wv-ralvnin'-v'  j.Uvl 

Vaasall-  ,UMMVO\ai\o'a  ot  tho  wovk  v'a.naa'  ou:  av 
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1 .4dd 
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1  .ddd 
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aaohoou  idab  : 

Tih^  raoals  sapp’iod 

Tho  aot  oKpoaditaro  oa  tho  .dowo  Ka'  Ibhb  iU>  was  bl  Id  lbs.  dvh 
I'stitaatos  for  Ihbb  b7  : 

4.SS'J  taoals 


Moals-on-W  hools 
1  uuohoou  Chib 


t\OTv<i 

(hdbO 


V^stiiaatod  aot  oxpoadiiuro  on  above  .C'bT  Os.  Ovi, 


Clinics. 


an:  tA)(:  rf;S[->onsibili^  /  of  tJjo  Staffordsfiiro  County 

Coun/j']. 


Contributions. 

'I )jo  f<ura]  Distriot  Counoil  oonlribut^-.  finarjoiaJjy  to  tfif- 
foDov/in?/  ort'anisations  : 

'Hio  Cfiost  and  ffoart  As-ooiation. 
d  fio  Contra]  Counoil  for  ifoaltfj  I'.ducation. 

J>>ud]oy  and  fti-.triot  I'arnily  fdanninj^  Aosoointiorj. 

Hiiston  and  Cihtriot  i'arnily  idannin//  Clirn'o. 

Midland'-  joint  Advisor;/  Cloan  Air  Counoil. 

Marriayo  Cuidar.oo  Counoil  /'W'olvoriiarnj.iton;  Cranoii. 

National  Counoil  of  Sooial  Sorvioo, 

V  a  {>»  r  ( 

South  hVjJf-y.  Counoil  of  Sooial  Sorvioo. 

W'ol  v^; r iiarn pton  San; ari tan s. 


Health  and  Welfare  Services  Miscellaneous  Problems. 

d  ho  following  prohlorri'^  vooro  disoussod  by  tfjo  i^ublio  lioalti; 
Cornrnittoo  and  Kural  Distriot  Counoil  in  oorj'-idorablo  dotail  durin;.^ 
tho  yoar : — 

J'obruary,  Ihhh.  Sohools  v/itfjin  tho  Cural  Jh''striot  ijavin^/  dofocts 
of  '".truoturo  or  '-.anitarion,  oto.,  vvoro  roportod  upon  to  tho 
County  Counoil  during  tijo  first  tfjroo  rnontits  of  I9hb. 

(i )  Cod-all  C.  of  is.  Sofjool  ii.e,,  tiio  old  soijool  occupiod  by  tho 
i  n  f an ts  i Jopartrn on t j . 

'2)  St.  i^onodiot's  C.  of  i'..  School  Wornbourno  (i.e.,  tho  old 
'sohool  oooupiod  i^y  tho  Junior  i^iopartrnontj. 

(‘jj  'A'ornbourno  Corn  prof;  on  si  vo  School. 

<ij  Sv/indon  School. 

bdy  Kinvor  Infants  School. 

i'obruary,  ihbh.  i'opulation --d  ho  i<ural  i>)istrict  Council  was  to 
lo:-/;  approximately  ono  eighth  of  its  population  as  a  conso- 
quonco  of  tho  ro-organisation  of  the  West  Midland  Authorities 
which  was  to  take  place  on  ist  April,  ihhO, 

March,  ihhh.  dho  i-'ublic  Health  Cornrniuoo  supported  a  sub¬ 
scription  to  tho  Vvornbourno  Committo  ;  for  tho  \\  elfaro  of  tho 
Physically  Handicapped. 


March,  1966.  A  local  meeting  of  the  Royal  Societ^^  of  Health  was 
held  at  M'olverhampton  on  the  3rd  March,  1966.  Its  subject 
was  the  ‘‘  Planning  of  Local  vServices  for  Mentalty  Sick 
Persons.”  This  was  attended  by  the  ^ledical  Officer  of  Health. 

April,  1966.  The  building  of  special  houses  suitable  for  handi¬ 
capped  persons  was  discussed.  Of  the  cost  b0°{)  was  to  be 
met  by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  b0%  by  the  County 
Council. 

April,  1966  ;  July,  1966  ;  November,  1966.  The  proposed  target 
population  for  Kinver  is  7,000  persons.  Statistics  of  the 
increasing  child  population  at  Kinver  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Director  of  Education,  Stalffordshire  County 
Council.  Later  in  the  year,  in  November,  a  meeting  between 
the  Director  of  Education,  five  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District 
and  ^’arious  County  Education  Officers  was  held  concerning  the 
future  of  Kinver  Senior  School.  If  one  includes  the  outlying 
parts  of  Kinver  Parish,  then  for  the  preceding  two  years  there 
have  been  105  births  each  year.  In  previous  years  up  to  1964 
there  had  been  an  average  of  74  births  each  year. 

April,  1966.  Kinver  Clinic.  The  re-housing  of  families  living  in 
old  cottages  on  the  site  of  the  future  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at 
Kinver  was  begun  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

May,  1966.  The  use  of  the  ^Mortuaries  at  MTlverhampton,  or 
Stourbridge,  were  to  be  continued  pending  the  outcome  of  the 
Royal  Commission’s  report  on  Local  Government. 

March,  1966.  During  early  1966  and  subsequent  months  two 
problem  families  were  supervised  and  aided  under  the  scheme 
as  put  forward  by  the  County  IMedical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Re-habilitation  of  Problem  Eamilies.  The  mother  and  children 
in  each  case  resided  for  a  time  at  a  re-training  hostel  concerned 
with  domestic  science,  etc. 

June,  1966.  The  pollution  of  the  Smestow  brook  was  discussed. 
Later  in  the  year  on  the  3rd  November,  1966,  a  meeting  was 
held  on  this  same  subject  at  which  the  Chairman  of  the  LJpper 
Stour  Main  Drainage  Authority  and  some  of  his  Officers  were 
present  together  with  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

June,  1966.  The  problems  of  illness  and  accidental  deaths  in  the 
home  being  caused  by  poisoning  was  discussed.  Ready 
access  by  small  children  to  drugs  and  offensive  liquids,  is  often 
the  cause.  In  consequence  the  Public  Health  Committee 
asked  the  Count}^  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  arrange  a 
Campaign  on  the  subject  within  the  Rural  District.  This 
Health  Education  Campaign  took  place  between  2 1st  and 
26th  November,  1966,  and  included  visits  to  Schools  and 
Clinics  and  by  a  display  van  to  Public  Meeting  Places. 
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June,  190f).  The  Kf^yal  vSociety  of  Health  held  its  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  at  Blackpool  in  x\pril,  1966.  This  was  attended  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Healtli  ajid  a  report  was  submitted. 

June,  1996.  The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  Rural  District  is  at 
present  divided  between  Wolverhampton  County  Borough 
and  Dudley  County  Borough.  Dudley  County  Borough 
supplies  ambulances  for  Swindon,  Bobbington,  Enville  and 
Kinver. 

July,  1966.  Statistics  of  populations  of  school  children,  especially 
in  relation  to  the  Kinver,  Codsall  and  Wrottesley  areas,  were 
submitted. 

July,  1966.  A  joint  report  on  a  Programme  of  Smoke  Control  was 
presented  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

June,  1966.  A  vSub-Committee  for  the  Co-ordination  and  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Child  Neglect  and  Ill-treatment  was  held  in  the  Council 
Offices  on  the  13th  June,  1966.  This  is  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Area  Health  Committee  and  relates  to  children  within 
Seisdon  Rural  District.  Officers  of  various  departments  were 
present.  The  continuance  of  the  meeting  of  this  Sub- 
Committee  on  a  basis  of  once  in  three  months  is  envisaged. 

September,  1966.  Representations  to  the  vStaffordshire  County 
Council  and  to  the  local  Alember  of  Parliament  were  made 
concerning  the  urgent  need  for  the  building  of  an  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  at  High  Street,  Kinver. 

October,  1966.  Copies  of  a  Re-print  from  the  Reader’s  Digest  on 
the  subject  of  Prevention  of  Dental  Decay  by  Fluoridation  of 
water  supplies  were  circulated  to  the  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 

October,  1966.  A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
was  held  in  relation  to  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1959,  to  consider  whether  registration  of  a  particular 
Dairy  under  the  above  Regulations  should  be  refused  or  not. 

November,  1966.  A  report  on  some  lectures  at  the  University  of 
London  being  part  of  a  Refresher  Course  organised  by  the 
Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  was  presented  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

December,  1966.  The  construction  of  the  first  new  Hostel  for  Old 
Aged  Persons  had  begun  at  Duck  Lane,  Bilbrook.  This 
construction  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council.  There  being  a  real  need  for  a  second  new  Hostel  to  be 
built  within  the  Rural  District,  probably  at  Wombourne,  the 
subject  was  discussed  further  at  this  Public  Health  Committee 
and  representations  were  made  to  the  County  Council. 


Health  Education. 


I'ho  (.listribution  of  posters  to  Schools,  etc.,  within  the  Rural 
Pistriet  on  the  penei\tl  subjects  vh'  Health  hAluea.tivni,  Sinokinp  and 
Health,  and  other  related  subjects,  is  reptihirly  'undertaken. 


SECTION  G  1) 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Faplev.  F.hhig..  M.l.Mnn.F..  A.M.l. 
C.hk.  the  Conneirs  Sino’cyor.  t\n'  the  following  report  on  Kviinfall, 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Pisposal.  M'ater  .ind  Ibnising.  The  report  is 
dated  17th  b'chrmiry .  liUlT. 


RAINFALL 


File  average  rainfall  over  the  Seisdon  are.t  during  Ibbd  was 
;>;>.rb  inches,  which  is  the  highest  for  se\'eral  ye.trs.  The  wettest 
month  was  Imte  with  4.-7  inches  r.nd  there  was  also  liigher  than 
average  rainfall  dnrim;'  the  atiTmnu.  The  averat^e  rainfall  in  llHlb 
was  llh.dS  inches  and  19.-4  inches  iit  HUH.  The  average  rainf.dl 
for  the  standard  I'd  years  period  lS9l-l9ld  is  -7.14.  inches 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Pithenlties  continue  to  be  experienced  in  obtaining  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  eh'luent  reqtiired  by  the  Severn  .ind  Frent  River  Authorities 
iri  respect  of  the  Kinver.  Wombotirue  and  Fodsall  Sewage  Pisposal 
M'orks  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  eoutiune  the  suspettsiou  of 
building  operations  in  the  parishes  eoneerned  until  the  deheieneies 
in  treatment  at  these  works  have  been  reetitied.  P»ood  nroeress 

I 

has  been  made  on  the  Fl 70.000  extensions  to  the  Codsall  Works 
and  it  seems  that  the  Contract  date  for  completion,  f.c'..  January. 
lOOS.  will  be  easily  complied  with  by  the  Contractor.  In  this 
respect  the  Contractors  have  been  assisted  by  the  exceptionally 
mild  and  dry  period  of  the  winter  months. 

T">etailed  preparation  of  the  design  for  the  WombourneS.P.Mk 
extensions,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  i'dtHkOlH')  are  now  well  advanced 

■v' 

and  it  is  anticipated  this  scheme  will  be  submitted  for  approval  to 
the  Ministry  in  June.  1007.  Ihttil  the  work  is  completed,  as  a 
temporary  expedient,  experimettts  have  been  conducted  in  re¬ 
circulating  the  eiYluent  front  the  humus  tanks  through  the  perco¬ 
lating  filters,  and  also  by  the  provision  of  wedge  wire  strainers  in  the 
humus  tanks.  These  measures  have  succeeded  in  improving  the 
etYluent  and  it  is  anticipated  will  satisfy  the  Severn  River  Authority 
until  the  permanent  extensions  have  been  completed. 
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W'ork  }jas  also  commenced  on  tiie  preparation  of  a  scfieme  for 
e>:t.erjding  tfie  Kinver  S.O.W'.  and  in  consepnence  of  complaints 
received  from  tfie  Severn  Hiver  Authority  it  lias  now  also  f^een 
necessary  to  take-  tcanporary  steps  to  irn[;rove  the  effluent  pending 
the  completion  of  perrne.nent  works.  In  tliis  case  an  upward  flow 
clarifier  witfi  a  wedge-  wire  base  has  been  fitted. 


WATER 

Xo  major  scliernes  for  the  laying  of  water  mains  were  under¬ 
taken  during  Ibbb,  because  as  previously  stated  practically  all  thf- 
outlying  j^roperties  on  tfje  wc-stern  boundary  of  tfie  District  have 
now  been  provided  with  a  pi[;ed  water  supply.  W'itfi  the  exception 
of  the  chlorinator  fitted  on  the  private  fenville  supply  at  Cox  Creen 
all  cfilorination  rdants  liave  continued  to  work  sati'iactorily  and 
steps  have  now  been  taken  to  arrange  for  tlie  Cox  Creen  chlorination 
plant  to  be  regularly  serviced  by  agreement  with  the  makers, 
d'he  Kinver  water  supply  continufcs  to  be  under  the  control  of  the 
District  Council  altfiougfi  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  taken  over 
by  tfje  \V'ol verharnpton  Corporation  W'ater  C'ndertaking  and  the 
South  Staffordsfiire  Waterworks  Crnnpany  in  October,  ibb7. 

HOUSING 

During  Ihbb,  eight  Council  houses  were  completed,  making  a 
total  of  .‘hbVb  completed  since  lb4o.  Road  and  sewer  works  have 
been  completed  at  fjrockley’s  W'alk,  Kinver,  and  good  progress 
is  being  made  with  the  erection  of  b.d  dwellings  which  is  the  first 
phase  of  the  scheme.  In  addition  31b  private  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted  a,s  compared  with  243  in  19b5. 


SECTION  C  (2) 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


d  he  Ministry  of  Health  classify  drinking  water  into  : 

Presumptive  coLiform 
count  for  100  ml. 


Class  One 
Class  Two 
Class  Three 
Class  Four 


Highly  satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Suspicious 
C'nsatisfactory  .  . 


Less  than  1 
1—2 
3—10 

More  than  10 


In  a  year  o0%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1. 

80%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1  or  2. 
the  remaining  20%  of  samples  should  not  be  below  Class  3. 
Chlorinated  piped  supplies  ought  all  to  come  into  Class  1. 
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The  Public  Health  Heuartinent  has  itself  inaintaineil  an 

1 

iIlte^si^'e  series  of  bacteriological  tests  on  the  water  supplies  of  the 
District.  In  addition,  the  Whiter  Ihulertakings  have  taken  their 
own  tests. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  lias  been  mainly  piandded 
by  the  following  four  water  undertakings  (reading  from  north  to 
south  of  the  Rural  District)  : — 

((/)  W’oh'erhampton  Corporation  Water  Ihulertaking.  which 
supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wh'ottesley,  Wd'ottesley 
(Detached),  Patshnll,  Ihittingham.  Lower  ]\mn.  W'om- 
bonrne,  Trysnll,  Seisdon.  Himley  and  Swindon. 

(/))  South  Staffordshire  Whiterwtu'ks  Company,  which  supplies 
Kim’er,  IhiA'ille  and  Pobbington. 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver,  and  part  of  Pobbington 
and  Lnville. 

(^/)  Last  Shropshire  Whiter  Board,  which  supplies  parts  of 
Enville  and  Pobbington. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  respective  Whiter  Lngineers 
of  the  above  mentioned  Whiter  Authorities  for  the  following 
reports  : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

(1)  'Fhe  water  supplied  to  the  Parishes  concerned  in  your 
Ivural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(2)  The  following  is  a.  summary  of  the  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution  : 


Xumber 

of 

Samples 

Presumptivt 

per 

'  Coli-Aerogenes 
100  ml. 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 

B  a  c  t  e  r  i  0 1  o  g  i  c  a  1 
examinations  taken 

ST  2 

854 

15 

o 

1 

A  total  of  502  samples  were  also  taken  from  the 
distribution  system  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  975  samples  were  taken  of  water  before  and 
during  treatment. 
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1  Ik:  only  n/:w  supj;]y  roonivnd  ciuriny  lUfjf)  was  that, 
from  Iho  Rivor  Sovo-rn.  I’ljis  is  lrf;atn'd  hy  t[jo 
South  Staffordshi, ;;  W'atorworks  CornjAany  at 
iIarrj}U.on  I.oado  1  roatrnorit  W'orks,  ono-third  of  tfjo 
total  outruit  hninf.;  rn-coi'/od  l^y  tho  i/ndortaking  at 
rosor’v'oirs  at  Ooldtfjorn  Jfilk  Rijrnja'ny  to  sujjply 
oornrnonood  in  Aj>ril,  Jhhh,  and  about  iv/rj  million 
^(allons  por  day  fjavo  sinoo  !ao;n  rnixod  v/itfj  '1  f.ttonliall 
and  ffilton  supjdios  bofors*  distribution, 

ddm  wator  sujopliori  i-  not  liablo  to  fjavo  plurnbo- 
sol  vont  aotion.  Tfjo  fjijorido  oontorit  of  tfm  wator  irj 
supply  falls  witfiin  tho  rangn  of  0.04  to  0.18  p.p.rn. 

hi  addition  to  bactoriologioal  examinations,  micro¬ 
biological,  biological,  cficrnical  and  radiological  tests 
were  carried  out. 

fdy  d  he  estimated  total  population  supplied  by  W.C.W.Lk 
by  tfie  end  of  the  year  was  872,000. 

ffjj  d’he  following  table  indicates  the  hardness  of  water 
being  distributed  by  the  W.C.W'.U. 


f  district 

f  fardness 

rngrns. 
per  litre 

f  Cl  ark) 
Degrees 

Seisdon,  d  rysull 

2.85—290 

1 0—20 

]:5lakeley,  ffirnley,  Sw'indon  and 

Worn  bourne 

1 00—280 

7—20 

Orton,  f.ower  Penn,  Xurton,  Perton 

205—280 

i  8—20 

Patti  ngharn 

2.85—290 

1 0—20 

Jhdbrook,  Codsall,  Codsall  Wood, 

Oaken  and  Wrottesley 

2.85—8 1 5 

J  0—22 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

hj  d’he  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Rural  fJistrict 
which  were  served  by  the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks 
Co.  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
It  comes  from  Ash  wood  arjd  Kinver  flumping 
Stations. 


X  uinbor 
san^plos 
taken. 

AshNvood  raw  water  101 

A^hwood  Chlorinated  w.iter  SO 
Kittw'f  Chlorinated  w.iter  dO 
Kitu  er  Keseio  oir  d'J 


Xmnber  entirely  tree 
troni  .iny  Knan  ot 
eolifonn  baeteri.i. 

00 

were  "highly  s.\tistaetory " 
SO 

were  “Inyhlv  satistaetorv" 
'dO 

were  "h.ichlv  s.uistaetorv" 
'■IS 


were  "highly  satistaetory " 

rUlorio.ition  is  praoiisod  .is  .i  proo.iotion.ivy  ■'OvMsiiro 

at  both  of  the  siipplyiiii;'  st.itious. 

bhoiuicvil  ox.uniu.iiious  Nvoro  dono  on 

.SI  s.unplos  from  Ashwood  Pumping'  St. u ion,  .nui  on 

■IS  s.unplos  from  Kinvor  Pumping'  St. u ion.  All  wore 

found  to  bo  s.itisf.iotory. 


A'.itor  from  tho  snpplyinp  St. it  ions  doos  not  h.i\o  .i 
plmnbo-solvont  aotion. 


In  tho  oaso  of  possiblo  oontamin.ition  in  tho  o\'ont 
of  burst  mains,  oloaning'  ont  rosorvoirs.  oto.,  omor- 
ponoy  ohlorinativm  is  porformod.  Now  m.iins  .iro  not 
In'onpht  into  uso  until  a  s.implo  of  wator  from  thorn  is 
found  to  bo  satisfaoiorv  on  tosting. 


p'd  Ashwood  P.S.  thiorib.o  oontont  Nil  —  UHUh 
Kiiu'or  P.S.  thiorido  oontont  NiP  -  PUhb 


pi)  Tho  Kur.il  Distriot  Pounoil  took  s.unplos  in  PHhl  : — 


Total  samplos 
llichlv  satisf.ictorv 
Suspicious 
PnsatisfaotoiA’ 


uh 

lOh 

•> 

i 


(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department  t^soo  .Uso  para- 

pr.iph  phb 

This  wator  supplies  about  bO  houses  in  Ivorloy. 

(1)  The  wator  supply  of  tho  area  has  boon  s.itisf.iotory 
in  quantity  and  quality. 

[‘2)  P.iotoriologioal  ox.imiu.itions  have  boon  made  of  tho 
water  at  TU.in  Aquoduot  .it  budlow  by  tho  Pirming- 
ham  Wator  nopartmont.  Twenty-four  out  of  twenty- 
four  samplos  wore  “  highly  satisfactory  ”  .it  Tudlow. 
The  Public  Health  Hopartmont  of  Soisdou  Rural 
District  h.n'o  taken  samples  of  this  wator  periodically 


at  Iverley.  Seisdon  Kural  District  Council  operate 
continuously  a  small  chlorination  plant  just  inside 
their  h)Oundary,  for  the  water  supplied  to  these  fifty 
houses  at  Iverley.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the 
addition  by  the  Rural  District  Council  of  chlorine  to 
the  strength  of  between  0.25  and  0.5  parts  per 
million  is  producing  a  water  which  is  “  highly  satis¬ 
factory  ”  as  shown  by  eight  tests  out  of  eight  (taken 
at  Iverley). 

(o)  Idle  raw  Elan  water  has  a  plumbo-solvent  action 
which  is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  (8.25  p.p.m.) 
before  entering  the  Arjueduct. 

(4)  Fluoride  values  were  : 

I  p.p.m. — I5th  November,  1966, 


(d)  Burnhill  Green  and  Patshull  Hall. 

At  Patshull  Hall  there  is  a  Hospital  Orthopaedic  Unit. 
Twelve  samples  taken  in  1966  were  all  “  highly  satisfactory." 

d'hree  samples  taken  in  Burnhill  Green  in  1966,  were 
"  highly  satisfactory." 

Burnhill  Green. 


Borehole  supply  from  Stanlow  Farm  (sited  in  Salop)  : — 

(i)  Jubilee  Cottage  (Crown  property). 

(ii)  Ley  Lodge  (Crown  property). 

iiii)  Pillar  Box  Cottage  (Privately  owned). 


Number  of  samples  taken 
Class  1 
Class  2 
Class  2) 

Class  4 


16 

14 

Nil 

1 

1 


Efforts  are  being  made  to  get  the  Crown  Agents  to  supply 
a  safe  mains  supply  from  the  W.C.W.U. 


(e)  Enville  and  Bobbington — East  Shropshire  Water  Board. 

This  Board  supplies  water  to  western  parts  of  Enville 
and  Bobbington.  The  water  is  derived  from  the  Birmingham 
Elan  Aqueduct. 

[i]  It  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

[ii)  Supplies  were  intermittent  between  1 9th  and  22nd 
December  because  of  the  Elan  Aqueduct  shut  down. 
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Of  water  into  supply  front  the  Aqiioduet  : 

IS  Svintples  were  taken  vtitvi  i'  were  nuSvitisfaetory. 

\\’ater  is  treatevl  lyv  ehlorination  at  Trinaply  and  held 
in  resertanr  at  yhuitt  beUn'e  passing  to  Seisdon  Rural 
Pistriet. 

rite  waoer  is  not  known  to  ha>ve  a.ny  plnntbo-solvent 
vtetion. 


O' 


V' 


'‘b 

4  t  * 


Of  ten  samples  tviken  by  I'.S.Wklk  for  baetenolopieal 
tests  loth  PeeemlH'r.  P.hhk  ten  were  hii;hlv 
satisfaetory. 

Of  the  results  of  samples  taken  bv  the  K.P.C.  in 
UUUk 

b  were  hiyhly  satisfaetvny  amvl  I  was  snspieioiis. 


Swimmino  Pools. 


A  larpe  swintminp  pvvd  at  vi  hotel  in  Kinver  Parish  is 
tested  ehentiesillv  and  baeterioloi^ieallv  throt^h  the  season 
by  our  department.  It  yives  exeelleitt  results  and  ovutforms 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Standards.  It  is  tested  Km'  P.H. 
N'alne.  resivhud  ehlorine  eouteiti.  ami  baeteriolopieal  test  eaeh 
week.  Of  lb  baeteriologieal  tests  in  HHUk  14  were  "  hiphly 
satisfaetory."  The  somve  v^f  the  w.iter  is  the  South  StatYs. 
Water  Company's  nuun  supply  vu'iyinatiny  from  its  pumpiny 
station  at  Kinver.  The  Methvnl  of  treatment  is  evuttinnous 
S-'  I-  hotir  ehlorination.  tiltrativ^n.  ahim  and  Svnla  treatment 
eaeh  day.  Water  at  the  surfaee  oxerthnv  points  yoes  to  waste 
and  is  not  returned  to  the  swimmin.p  bath.  M'ater  is  replaeed 
dvdly  from  the  mains  supply. 


The  whole  of  the  water  is  ehanped  eaeh  -\pril.  The 
baeteriolopieal  results  are  exeellem.  The  water  eireulates 
through  the  plant  every  four  hours  by  reason  of  new  engineer¬ 
ing  apparatus,  installed  in  .\pril.  UHH. 


A  swimminp  pool  has  been  built  as  part  of  the  premises 
of  the  Wombourne  Contprehensive  Sehool  y^Statts.  C.C.b  Chlori¬ 
nation  is  here  earried  out  by  adding  a  ehlorine  eoutpvumd  and 
solution  eaeh  day.  The  pool  is  tested  by  the  StatYordshire 
County  Couneil. 


e'  Enville  Estates  Supply  Cox  Green  . 

Purinp'  UHUC  4b  samples  were  taken.  Of  these  : 
bb  were  hiyhly  satisfaetvuy  : 
b  were  satisfaetory  : 

1  was  suspieious. 


A/;  chlor ) natj'on  plar.t  v/as  f)t,ta:^l  t/,  th^;  supply  on 

J.'i  J2  ^>2.  It  had  formerly  hsnri  in  /  ;;.t,  ihjrnlnjj  Aronn  and 
by  bot7/^;nn  t!i>,  Aural  i>>Jslr)M  Aounoil  and  tdjo 

isnvjdlo  isstalns,  tho  ar^paratus  v/as  r^,  sit/ai  a^  <'.o/:  Arnon. 
d  ho  rnsulls  liavo  bs<rr;  rnuoh  irnprovod  sin*'/:  it  earner  jrjto 
oporat  ion. 


d.,  Chemical  Analysis  of  Drinking  Water. 

i<noont  f'. -  vlts  fronn  oi>r  sarnplin^/  arn  as  follov/s  * 


p.p.m. 

Ij'jM 

/'  Luonn^: 

fjatt 

Cod  sail 

0.090  p.p.rri. 

l.d  12  b.d 

Worn  hour  no 

0.09.2  p.j^.rn. 

8  12  b.d 

Kinver 

0.0.2 

9;l;b7 

0.042  p.p.m. 

4  1  bb 

A';  Kinver,  Stourton  and  New  Wood  Water  Supply 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  Supply 


d  hn  nurnbor  of  sarnplos  takon 
<'^;iinojj  in  Idbb  v/oro  Of  tdjo-/; 
faotory  ""  ;  ono  v/as  suspioious. 


by  t,h^  I^ural  Distriot 
82  v/oro  ''  highly  satis- 


/r.oiudod  7/itdjin  td-o  82 
from  A'o'//  \^ood.  ^Soo  also 


s'/oro  b  higijJy 

j>»ar;j^;raph  Ojjj. 


satisfaolor' 


Wrottesley  Hall  Country  Club  and  Swimming  Pool. 

dbo  ’v'v'oi'/orhamptor.  borporation  Wat  or  Supply  v/as 
oonnootod  to  tho  Hail  by  a  nov/ly  oonstruotod  mains  pipolino 
oarJy  in  ibbd. 


At  tho  Opon  Air  S'//immjn>y  Pool  tho  v/ator  is  hoatod, 
olarihod,  and  oiilorinatod.  dhroo  sarnplos  takon  botv/oon 
Juno  and  Novornbor,  Idbb,  v/oro  all  ''  higdily  satisfactory/' 


Tettenhall. 


hour  houv;s  takon  ovor  from  d  ottonhall  b'rban  District 
C/juncil  in  April,  idbb,  v/oro  v/ithout  a  Mains  \'*'ator  Supply. 
All  roliod  upon  unsatisft^/.tory  shallov/  wolls  for  thoir  drinking 
v/ator.  d  v/o  of  thov:  housos  v/oro  connoctod  to  tho  main 
\^'ol'/orhampton  Corporation  W'ator  Siipply  boforo  tho  end  of 
tho  yoar.  isfforts  arc  ''/^ntinuing  to  got  tho  othor  tv/o  housos 
connoctod  to  tho  Mains  Supply  as  soon  as  possible. 

>furnbor  of  samples  takon — .20. 


Class  1 
^ .  1  ass  2 
Class  .2 
Class  4 


l.d 

NdJ 

b 

9 
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SECTIO^^  D 


HOUSING 

Local  Authonty  Houses-  Waiting  List. 

As  at  December,  i9()(b  the  statistics  are  : — 

65  families  living  in  condemned  properties. 
207  families  living  in  lodgings. 

65  families  living  in  caravans,  etc. 

337  families  in  a  priority  group, 
plus 

285  families  occupying  houses 
90  families  living  as  service  tenants. 


375 


Total — 712 


The  Housing  Officer  kindly  supplied  the  following  details 

Hs  at 
Dec.,  1966 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  in  Seisdon 

R.D.C.  at  31st  December,  1966  .  .  .  .  3,281 

Number  of  families  on  the  waiting  list  for 
Tocal  Authoritv  Houses  at  31st  December, 

1966  .  .  “ .  712 


Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional  dwellings  during  1966: 


Re-lets 

Re-lets 

New  Dwellings 


47  (Overspill) 
79  (Seisdon) 

8  (Seisdon) 


Total  .  .  .  .  134 


Improvement  Grants— Housing 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

{d) 

(^) 


Amounts  paid 

in 

the 

year 

np 

to 

31/3/63 

411,507 

Amounts  paid 

in 

the 

year 

up 

to 

31/3/64 

413,905 

Amounts  paid 

in 

the 

year 

up 

to 

31/3/65  . . 

412,120 

Amounts  paid 

in 

the 

year 

up 

to 

31/3/66 

46,537 

The  number 

of 

houses 

recommended  for 

Improvement 

Cxr; 

ants 

in  1966 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

21 

SECTION  E 

See  Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOOS  DISEASES 

February,  1966.  Bacillary  Dysentery.  An  outbreak  of  Bacillary 
Dysentery  of  Sonnei  type  occurred  in  Codsall  Infants  School 
during  the  third  week  of  December,  1965,  and  continued  into 
January,  1966.  It  was  proved  by  Bacteriological  Tests.  The 
outbreak  emphasised  the  difficulties  under  which  the  Infants 
Department  of  the  School  was  working  and  led  to  representa¬ 
tions  to  the  County  Council. 

February,  1966.  Influenza.  A  large  outbreak  of  virus  influenza 
affected  the  Wombourne  Comprehensive  School  during  the 
second  half  of  January,  1966.  Influenza  virus  type  (A)  was 
isolated  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Stafford  in  the 
later  days  of  the  month.  At  the  height  of  the  outbreak  there 
were  400  children  away  from  the  School  on  one  particular  day — 
out  of  a  total  of  1,150. 

March,  1966.  Health  Education.  During  the  year  frequent  use 
was  made  of  posters  and  leaflets  on  the  subject  of  Health 
Education  as  obtained  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education.  For  instance,  they  were  of  special  use  for  distri¬ 
bution  to  parents  and  teachers  in  connection  with  cases  of 
Dysentery. 

May,  1966.  Smallpox  Minor.  An  outbreak  of  Smallpox  Minor 
occurred  in  the  West  Midlands.  Three  contacts  of  cases  of 
Smallpox  Minor  lived  within  the  Rural  District  and  were  kept 
under  surveillance.  During  July  two  severe  cases  of  Chicken 
Pox  occurred  within  the  Rural  District.  They  were  (a)  in 
Wombourne — a  boy  aged  14  years,  and  {h)  in  Kinver — a  boy 
aged  6  years.  They  were  so  severe  as  to  simulate  Smallpox 
Minor  and  the  Consultant  in  Smallpox  on  the  staff  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  came  to  advise  on  them  in  their 
homes.  Virus  investigations  in  each  case  confirmed  the 
diagnosis  of  Chicken  Pox. 

November,  1966.  Typhoid  Fever.  A  resident  of  the  Rural  District 
returning  from  a  holiday  in  south-western  Europe,  was  a 
contact  of  a  case  of  proved  Typhoid  Fever  which  had  developed 
in  a  member  of  the  same  holiday  party.  The  resident  of  the 
Rural  District  was  investigated  and  was  found  to  be  carrying 
a  Salmonella  Bredeney  infection. 
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Scarlet  Fever 


19(U 
I9(m 
1 909 


X  of  i  fil'd 

17 

/ 

17 


Whooping  Gough 

1904 

1905 
1 900 

Immunisation  against  W’hooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Whhfare  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  at  the  Ceneral 
Practitioners’  Su rg'eri es . 

C  liSc'S 
X  of  i  fil'd 

1  .oso 

499 
970 


Measles 

1909 

1904 

1905 
1900 


Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  The  last  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District  occurred  in  1950.  in  which  year 
there  were  two  cases.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  avail¬ 
able  at  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  also  at  the 
Ceneral  Practitioners’  Surgeries. 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
as  follows  : — 


1900 

1905 

April  to 
December 

Primary  Immunisation 

590 

417 

Reinforcement  Immunisation  .  . 

1 549 

91S 

'Fotal 

2 1 99 

795 

Tetanus.  Immunisation  against  Tetanus  : — 


Primary  Tetanus  Immunisation 
Reinforcement  Tetanus  Immuni¬ 

000 

•  • 

414 

sation  .  . 

1521 

•  • 

o  lo 

Total  .  . 

2127 

717 

20 


Infantile  Paralysis  Poliomyelitis;. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccine  given  in  1900  • 

Primary  I'*olio  vaccine  .  .  .  .  .  .  028 

Reinforcement  I'*olio  vaccine  .  .  .  .  330 

3'rjtal  .  .  .  .  904 

There  have  been  24  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Rural  District 
in  the  last  20  years.  One  of  these  cases  died.  4'he  last  case  of 
Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1900. 


Smallpox.  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Initial  Vaccinations. 

1 964 

1 965 

1966 
April  to 
December 

Under  one  year 

36 

36 

22 

Age  group  1 — 4 

265 

351 

356 

Age  group  o — 14 

32 

23 

59 

Age  group  lo  and  over 

25 

— 

— 

358 

410 

437 

— 

-■  - 

— 

Re-vaccinations. 

Age  group  1 — 4 

— 

1 

1 

Age  group  o — 14 

3 

185 

2 

Age  group  15  and  over  .  . 

10 

— 

— 

13 

186 

3 

General  Measures. 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  carefully  scruti¬ 
nised  and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and 
location. 
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SECTIOiN  G 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Approciatic'in  is  hove  recorded  of  the  co-operation  and  help 
gi\'en  by  the  Housing'  Committee  of  Seisdon  Rural  Histriet  Conneil 
in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recommendations  of  the  H.O.H. 
in  eases  of  rnberenlosis.  This  priority  consists  in  awarding  a 
wiriable  nnmber  of  housing  points  according  to  whether  the  ease 
is  an  open  spntnm  positive  ease  or  not.  and  takes  aceonnt  also  of 
the  nnmber  and  condition  of  the  children. 


thi  Register  hi/ 12  bb 
Cases  entered  on  Register 

um  . .  . .  ^  . . 

Cases  removed  from  Regis¬ 
ter  during  . 

Remaining  on  Register 
:Hi2/b(>.. 


Pill  fno>i(U-v 
Mail'  Fiinali 


bb 

bO 

4 

14 

ii 

bb 

bh 

Xon-Piihuoaarv 
IMilIi'  I'l'ilhllc' 
b  t 


0  1 

d  0 


,) 


,> 


Fotal 


I  IS 


10 


Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 


At 

At 

At 

hi  12  b4 

hi  12  bb 

hi  12  bb 

Pnlmonarv — Male 

74 

bb 

bb 

Pnhnonarv — Female 

00 

bo 

bh 

Xon-Pnhnonarv — blale 

b 

b 

b 

Xon-Pnhnonary — Female 

b 

4 

b 

rOTAL  .  . 

I7b 

I4h 

12S 

Xnmbcr  per  1,000  population 

(Seisdon) 

4.h 

h.b 

h.4 

Average  for  StaFs.  C.C,  per 

1,000  population 

1  .  1 

b.h 

— 

Xnmber  of  Deaths  of  Seisdon 

Residents  (Tnbercnlosis) 

Xil 

i 

Xil 

Seisdon  Rural  District— 1886. 


4  ri^:V/  '\  ub^:rC1i)oSJS  Lufjg. 

biijs  4  old  cavrs  4  iiborculo-is  t.r;aisforr^-d  int/)  l<ura) 

i'lus  J  old  ca-.o  4  iiborou)osj'>  trandorrod  int/;  Hural  Ui-triot. 
2o  oav:s  roroovod  from  . 

'/ao  14  oaso'S  trann/orrod  out  of  i<ural  f;r-4,rjct. 

14  ij'.  b  oav:s  rooovorod. 

TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  LUNG 

Corrjj^aro  >.'otlfioat loo  Rato  of  now  ca:-a;s  por  100,00  i'opulation. 


A  vora^ro 

A  vorago' 

1  004 

1  000 

1 000-04 

1 000-04 

Ivn-dand  and  Walo-, 

44 

48 

42 

28 

Stafford-dilro  . . 

44 

41 

20 

21 

U'ol'/orharnptorj 

00 

00 

o  / 

41 

Hirmingharn  . . 

04 

02 

08 

02 

SrnotJjv/Jok 

104 

80 

08 

07 

Seisdon  Rural  District- 


1 004 

18  Xotifjcatjori'.  pnr 

]()(), ()()^)  po 

pul  at  ion 

1 004 

.  .  27 

>  > 

f  f 

1 000 

4  1 

f  f 

J  000 

1 

'♦  JO  ,,  ,, 

f  f 
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ANNUAL  KEPOKT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


The  following  summary  indicates  the  numbers  of  inspections 
and  other  visits  paid  by  the  public  health  inspectors  in  respect  of 


the  subjects  listed  : — 

Public  Health  Nuisances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  802 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  ,  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  425 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  179 

Dirty /Verminous  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Piggeries/Other  animals  kept  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

Swimming  Pools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 


x^ction  in  respect  of  nuisances  includes  repairs  to  houses  where 
the  defects  can  be  regarded  as  “  prejudicial  to  health  or  a  nuisance.” 

Other  activities  under  these  Acts  included  the  provision  and 
maintenance  of  satisfactory  drainage,  the  conversion  of  pan 
closets  to  water  closets,  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases,  and 
the  sampling  of  w^ater  supplies  and  swimming  pools. 

Samples  taken 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  .  .  806 
Water  samples  for  chemical  examination  .  ,  .  .  18 

Swimming  bath  samples  for  bacteriological  and 

chemical  examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 


Compfaiots 

Some  1,501  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and 
these  were  all  investigated  and  the  appropriate  action  taken  \vheie 
necessary.  564  related  to  the  presence  of  rats,  mice  and  other 
pests  ;  448  concerned  obstructed  drains  ;  all  these  were  dealt  with 
expeditiously  by  your  rodent  operative.  815  complaints  on  refuse 
collection  were  dealt  with,  and  these  ranged  from  genuine  complaints 
of  dustbins  not  emptied  to  trivial  complaints  regarding  the  position 
of  the  bin.  The  other  174  concerned  offensive  smells,  noise, 
atmospheric  pollution,  unsound  food,  water  supply,  housing 
defects,  etc. 


Noise  Abatemei^t  Act,  1960 

Eleven  complaints  received  during  the  year  included  the 
night  working  of  factory  machinery,  dog  barking  and  a  clay  pigeon 
shoot.  Where  necessary  they  were  resolved  by  informal  action 
and  in  no  case  was  there  any  lack  of  co-operation.  56  visits  w^ere 
made  by  your  inspectors. 
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Hairdressers  and  Barbers 


B3^elaws  were  made  in  1963  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
cleanliness  of  premises  at  which  a  hairdressers  or  barbers  business 
is  carried  on  and  of  the  instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equip¬ 
ment  used  therein,  and  the  cleanliness  of  hairdressers  or  barbers 
working  in  such  premises  in  regard  to  both  themselves  and  their 
clothing. 


36  inspections  were  carried  out  upon  the  21  premises  concerned 
and  the  following  improvements  effected. 

Sterilisation  Equipment  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Receptacles  for  Hair  Clippings  provided  .  .  .  .  1 

Premises  Redecorated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Improved  Ventilation  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

AGJIQM  yWOER  THE  HOmiNB  AGTS 


Preliminary  surveys  of  houses 
Primary  inspections  .  . 
Re-inspections 
Inspections  re  Improvement 
Investigation  of  Overcrowding 


69 

118 
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UrSt  Housing  Programme 

The  third  Five  Year  programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit 
houses  was  commenced  in  1966  when  37  unfit  dwellings  were 
represented.  A  further  186  unfit  houses  are  programmed  for 
action  within  the  next  four  years. 

A  total  of  509  unfit  dwellings  were  dealt  with  in  the  previous 
ten  years. 


indi¥ic!yaS  Unfit  Houses 

During  1966  a  total  of  37  unht  houses  not  capable  of  repair  at 
reasonable  expense  were  represented  and  action  taken  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  27 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  I 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  Relet  accepted  .  .  9 

Clearance  Areas 

No  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  1966. 


Housing  Defects 

45  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year.  These 
required  the  execution  of  essential  repairs,  improvements  to  water 
supplies  and  drainage,  and  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 

During  the  year  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  in 
67  houses  within  the  district,  and  the  following  table  indicates  the 
nature  of  the  works  carried  out. 


Summary  of  Repairs  and  Improvements  effected 

Repairs  to  roof,  walls  and  external  structures  .  .  37 

Internal  repairs  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  .  .  41 

Repairs  to  doors,  windows,  and  other  internal 

fittings  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  47 

Dampness  remedied  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  43 

Repairs  and  improvement  to  water  supplies  . .  14 

Repair  and  improvement  to  drainage  system  . .  39 

Pail  closets  abolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  49 

Water  closets  provided  . .  . .  .  .  . .  49 


Housing  Improvements 

Our  efforts  continued  as  in  previous  years  to  encourage  the 
owners  of  suitable  older  houses  to  do  improvement  schemes  to  bring 
their  houses  up  to  modern  standard.  This  has  resulted  in  many 
owner  occupied  houses  being  improved  but  only  a  few  tenanted 
houses. 

Full  consideration  was  given  to  the  powers  contained  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1964,  for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  tenanted 
houses,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Improvement  Area  No.  1 
(Codsall)  was  declared.  This  contained  a  total  of  16  dwellings, 
out  of  which  9  were  capable  of  compulsory  improvement.  The 
remaining  seven  were  either  already  improved,  owner  occupied,  or 
unfit  and  not  capable  of  improvement  at  reasonable  expense. 
Although  the  area  contained  but  a  small  number  of  houses,  the 
problems  involved  by  the  set  procedures  of  the  Act  soon  became 
apparent.  Four  houses  though  structurally  sound  had  outside 
wash-houses  in  defective  condition ;  their  tenants  requested 
improvement,  but  the  owner  was  un-co-operative.  The  Ministerial 
procedure  demands  that  the  houses  are  made  fit  before  the  improve¬ 
ments  can  be  required  ;  only  by  informal  action  can  the  repairs 
and  improvements  be  done  as  one  operation.  This  means  that 
defects  would  have  to  be  remedied  in  parts  of  the  houses,  and  most 
likely  by  the  Council  in  default ;  and  then,  those  same  parts  of  the 
houses  reconstructed  to  provide  the  improvements.  A  more 
practicable  and  economical  method  must  surely  be  for  the  execution 
of  the  repairs  required  under  the  1957  Housing  Act  to  be  carried 
out  at  the  same  time  as  the  works  of  improvement  required  under 
the  1964  Housing  Act. 
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Fortunately,  opportunity  has  arisen  for  the  Council  to  try  and 
acquire  the  houses  in  question,  and  if  successful  this  will  enable  the 
proper  co-ordination  of  works  of  improvement  with  works  of  repair 
which  the  Housing  Act,  1964  at  present  prevents. 

Only  one  application  was  received  from  a  tenant  not  in  an 
improvement  area  requesting  the  Council  to  use  their  powers  of 
compulsory  improvement.  In  this  case  the  house  was  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  expense  ;  and 
therefore  formally  dealt  with  as  an  individual  unfit  house. 

Houses  in  ^ylti-oceypation 

The  boundary  revision  in  April  brought  one  house  in  multi¬ 
occupation  within  the  district  but  agreement  was  reached  with  the 
owner  for  the  execution  of  all  works  necessary  to  make  the  premises 
satisfactory. 

Oommon  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  commion  lodging  houses  in  this  district. 


Rmt  Act,  1957 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  applications  were  received 
for  certificates  of  disrepair. 

AOTiOl^  y^^OER  THE  CLEMi  AIR  AST 
Smoke  Cciiitro!  Areas 

The  decision  taken  by  the  Council  in  1966  that  they  would 
prepare  and  put  into  operation  a  Programme  of  Domestic  Smoke 
Control  for  the  built  up  areas  of  the  district  resulted  in  the  sub¬ 
mission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  of  a 
fifteen  year  Programme  intended  to  include  nearly  75%  of  the 
houses  in  the  district.  The  Programme  was  two-fold  in  that  it 
would  include  those  parts  of  the  district  which,  due  to  their  situ¬ 
ation,  were  areas  of  heavy  atmospheric  pollution  and  it  would  also 
co-ordinate  on  the  eastern  boundaries  with  the  Smoke  Control 
Progra.mmes  of  neighbouring  Authorities  of  the  West  Midlands 
Conurbation. 

In  conjunction  with  this  Programme  a  standard  daily  volu¬ 
metric  instrument  for  the  measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  air  was  installed  at  the  Council  Offices  in  Wombourne 
in  May.  The  site  for  this  was  chosen  in  collaboration  with  the 
Warren  Springs  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology  to  whom 
records  of  each  daily  measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 
are  given  for  inclusion  in  their  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution. 


In  return  we  are  provided  with  their  monthly  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Bulletin  which  enables  us  to  compare  our  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  pollution  with  the  levels  obtaining  in  other  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  only  Smoke  Control  Area  in  operation  in  the  district  prior 
to  boundary  changes  was  Himly  No.  1  which  covered  36  houses 
to  an  extent  of  57  acres  on  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council 
Boundary.  On  the  1st  April  parts  of  the  Sedgley  No.  2,  No.  7  and 
No.  8  operative  Smoke  Control  Areas  were  taken  into  the  district 
and  these  covered  58  dwellings  in  an  area  of  710  acres.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  Smoke  Control  Orders  affected  94  dwellings  in 
767  acres. 

The  part  of  the  Sedgley  No.  9  Smoke  Control  Order  transfer¬ 
able  to  this  district  by  the  West  Midlands  Order,  1965,  covered  51 
dwellings  in  282  acres  but  this  was  still  awaiting  confirmation  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  subject  to  a  Public  Enquir}^  following 
two  objections  to  the  Order  which  was  held  on  8th  November,  1966. 
For  the  purpose  of  inspecting  heating  arrangements,  52  visits  were 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Measurement  of  PotSutiGn 

The  graphs  below  indicate  the  extent  of  pollution  for  the 
first  year  of  operation. 

Monthly  Variation  in  Poliytion 

Monthly  Variation  in  Pollution 


scope  for  considerable  reduction  of  smoke  by  the  introduction  of 
smoke  control  areas  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  the  effect  of 
these  areas  on  the  sulphur  dioxide  pollution. 


Total  Smoke  Poilution  according  to  Wind  Direction 
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As  regards  the  central  area  of  Wombourne,  smoke  pollution 
is  at  its  greatest  with  the  prevailing  West  and  South-west  winds. 


Oomparisoils  witli  otiier  Areas 
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In  observing  this  graph,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Wombourne  measurements  were  taken  during  a  much  milder 
winter  than  the  others.  From  current  figures,  however,  Wom¬ 
bourne  shows  similar  pollution  to  many  areas  of  medium  density 
housing  ;  smoke  pollution  is  found  to  be  equivalent  to  that  in  many 
London  suburbs  though  sulphur  dioxide  is  much  less. 
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IS^DUSTRIAL  POLLUTION 
Smoke  from  existing  Industrial  Plant 

In  1966,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  nine  chimney 
observations  and  five  contraventions  were  recorded.  These  were 
followed  by  proper  investigation  and  for  this  purpose  23  visits  were 
made  to  furnace  plant.  Prior  to  re-organisation,  no  serious  indus¬ 
trial  smoke  problem  existed  in  the  rural  district  as  most  of  the 
factories  have  modern  boiler  and  furnace  equipment,  but  a  large 
brickworks  came  within  the  boundaries  following  the  West  Midlands 
Order.  This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Government’s  Alkali 
Inspectorate.  It  can  be  seen  from  far  away  as  an  almost  continuous 
dark  smoke  emitter  on  a  large  scale.  Unfortunately  it  lies  within 
the  Sedgley  No.  7  Smoke  Control  Area,  transferred  to  this  Council’s 
jurisdiction. 

New  Furnaces 

During  the  year,  four  notifications  were  received  of  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  new  furnaces  and  at  three  premises,  the  height  of  new  boiler 
house  chimneys  was  determined  using  the  standard  formulae. 
No  applications  were  made  for  prior  approval. 

It  was  apparent  that  many  firms,  including  some  heating 
engineers,  are  unaware  of  their  legal  obligations  under  Sections 
3,  5  and  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Other  Pollutants 

A  sample  of  fme  dust  was  analysed  from  one  factor}^  for  the 
determination  of  proportions  of  lead,  arsenic  and  fluorine.  Another 
factory  was  kept  under  observation  for  signs  of  any  heavy  dis¬ 
charges  of  nitrous  oxide  from  the  flue  gas  washer.  The  Regulations 
to  come  into  force  in  1968  which  will  require  plating  of  commercial 
vehicles  are  welcome  from  an  air  pollution  point  of  view  as  it  is 
considered  these  should  cause  a  good  reduction  in  vehicle  exhaust 
smoke  which  can  be  a  problem  in  this  area  where  many  heavily 
laden  sand-carrying  lorries  have  to  negotiate  steep  hills.  No 
nuisance  arose  in  the  year  from  the  two  large  colliery  spoil  banks  at 
Baggeridge  Wood. 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

It  is  under  this  Act  and  the  many  Regulations  made  under  it 
that  the  inspection  of  all  types  of  food  are  carried  out  ;  and  that 
the  various  premises  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  distribution 
of  food,  and  the  handling  of  food  in  such  premises,  are  controlled. 

There  are  a  total  of  221  food  premises  within  the  district, 
and  502  inspections  of  these  were  carried  out  ;  the  following 
summary  indicates  the  number  of  each  type  of  premises  : — 
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Type  of  Food  Premises.  FJo,  of 

Premises  . 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Butchers'  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Works  Canteens  .  .  .  .  18 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Grocers  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 

Hotels  and  Restaurants  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Public  Houses .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Other  Food  Premises .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  37 


All  these  221  premises  are  fitted  with  adequate  personal 
washing  facilities  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Regulation  19,  which  requires  the  provision  of  facilities  for 
the  washing  of  food  and  equipment,  applies  to  209  of  these  premises 
and  ah  these  209  premises  are  fitted  to  comply  with  the  Regulation 

19. 


As  a  result  of  these  routine  inspections  and  the  service  of 
some  37  informal  notices  the  following  improvements  were  effected 
during  the  year  to  the  various  food  premises  as  shown. 


Structurally  Improved 

Premises  Redecorated 

! 

Improved  Equipment 
Provided 

Improved  Personal 
Hygiene  and  Handling 

Improved  Sanitary 
Accommodation 

Bakehouses 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

Butchers  Shops 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Works 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Canteens 

1 

o 

.J 

3 

I 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Grocers  Shops 

3 

16 

13 

12 

2 

Hotels  and  Restaurants 

1 

2 

— 

1 

I 

Public  Houses 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Premises 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

9 

30 

18 

17 

3 
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Food  Vehicles 


Although  they  did  not  come  into  operation  until  1967  it  was 
encouraging  to  have  the  Food  Hygiene  (^Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  \ Abides)  Regulations  made  in  19()6.  However,  it  was 
regrettable  that  they  had  to  be  amended  before  they  have  ever 
operated  ;  and  more  so  that  they  had  to  be  weakened  in  some 
directions.  I  would  have  liked  to  have  seen  them  strengthened 
by  some  powers  of  registration  and  compulsory  inspection  of 
mobile  food  shops  before  they  could  operate. 

During  the  year  17  inspections  were  carried  out  on  mobile 
food  shops  operating  in  the  area. 


Licensed  Clubs. 

The  opportunity  given  in  the  Licensing  Act,  1964,  to  make 
reports  to  the  Licensing  Justices  upon  the  suitability  of  club 
premises,  has  been  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  existing  powers  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

During  the  3'ear  special  reports  were  made  upon  four  club 
premises,  and  a  total  of  32  inspections  of  club  premises  were  carried 
out. 

Siaughterliouses. 

Although  three  private  slaughterhouses  were  in  operation  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  small  private  butchers  slaughter¬ 
house  in  \'\h'ottesley  was  transferred  to  Wolverhampton  County 
Borough  by  the  boundary  changes  in  April.  Of  the  remaining 
two  slaughterhouses,  the  largest  is  in  Pattingham  operated  by  a 
Wholesale  Meat  Company,  the  other  being  a  private  butchers 
slaughterhouse  at  Codsall.  The  Construction  Regulations  have 
been  operative  since  the  1st  April,  1961,  and  compliance  with  these 
Regulations  has  been  maintained  ;  for  this  purpose  13  inspections 
were  made. 

Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year  your  inspectors  paid  a  total  of  610  visits  to  the 
slaughterhouses  for  the  inspection  of  meat  to  ensure  its  fitness  for 
human  consumption  and  this  involved  the  physical  examination  of 
5,580  carcases  and  their  respective  organs. 

The  inspection  table  which  follows  shows  the  complete  absence 
once  again  of  bovine  tuberculosis,  and  the  presence  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  organs  of  pigs  was  the  lowest  on  record.  No  Cysticercus 
Bovis  was  found  during  the  year  but  other  parasitic  infestations 
again  accounted  for  most  of  the  other  organs  condemned.  A  total 
of  1 1  whole  carcases  were  condemned  for  the  following  reasons  : — 


40 


1  Cow 

2  Sheep 
I  Sheep 
1  Sheep 
1  Pig 

1  Pig 

2  Pigs 
2  Pigs 


Fever. 

Generalised  Oedema. 
Fever. 

Septicaemia. 

Acute  Septic  Pleurisy. 
Fever. 

Pyaemia. 

Septic  Pericarditis. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  con¬ 
demned  was  two  tons. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1966,  came  into  force  and  these  contained  powers 
for  the  control  of  times  of  slaughtering  and  the  total  prohibition  of 
the  removal  of  meat  from  a  slaughterhouse  before  it  has  been 
inspected.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  we  have  always  received 
co-operation  from  the  operators  of  our  slaughterhouses  and  no 
action  in  respect  of  these  matters  was  called  for. 


Poultry 

3 


500 
3,150 
300 

Total  . 3,950 

Estimated  percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4% 

Estimated  weight  of  poultry  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  660  lbs. 

Visits  are  now  being  made  to  these  premises  to  ensure  that 
poultry  is  processed  under  hygienic  conditions  and  that  unfit 
poultry  is  not  being  sold  for  human  consumption.  No  complaints 
regarding  the  condition  of  any  poultry  were  made  during  the  year. 


Number  of  poultry  processing  premises 
Number  of  visits  to  these  premises 
Estimated  number  and  types  of  birds  processed 
during  the  year  :  Turkeys 

Hens  .  . 

Capons 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

516 

2 

16 

3266 

1780 

— 

Number  inspected 

516 

2 

16 

3266 

1780 

— 

AIE  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

1 

— — 

4 

6 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

85 

— 

— 

102 

530 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  .  . 

16.5 

50.0 

3.2 

30.1 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

. 

- 

■ 

- 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

-- 

0.4 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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other  Foods  Inspected 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  other  foods 
inspected,  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  satisfactorily 
disposed  of  ;  53  visits  were  involved. 

j.  •' 


Canned  Meats 
Canned  Fish 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Other  Foods 


cwt.  lbs. 
2  66 
36 
46 
70 


Total 


3  106 


A  consignment  of  15  lbs.  of  shoulders  of  lamb  delivered  to  one 
of  the  schools  in  this  district  was  found  upon  examination  to  be 
decomposing.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  this 
sale  of  unsound  food  and  a  fine  of  £20  Os.  Od.  was  imposed. 

Foreign  Bodies  in  Food 

10  incidents  involving  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies  in  food 
were  investigated,  and  in  one  case  proceedings  were  taken  by  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  this  district.  A  fine  of  £20  with  6  guineas  costs  was 
imposed. 


Food  Sampling 


The  Staffordshire  County  Council  have  provided  the  following 


information  of  foods  sampled  in  this  district. 

IVlilk  Samples — Untreated 

19 

Pasteurised  .  . 

9 

Pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 

7 

Sterilised 

7 

Total  .  .  .  . 
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All  genuine  except  one  sample  of  Untreated  Milk. 

General  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  taken  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 

No.  of  samples  genuine  .  .  .  .  . .  74 

No.  of  samples  adulterated  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 
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Partieyfars  ©f  Adufterated  Sample  and  atilm  taken. 

Orange  Juice  should  be  labelled  Retailers  no  longer  in 

‘‘  Orange  Juice  v/ith  Sugar  existence. 

added.” 

The  following  range  of  food  commodities  were  covered  by  these 
samples  : — 

Bread. 

Butter,  Margarine,  Fat. 

Milk. 

Milk  products. 

Ice  Cream. 

Fruit. 

Vegetables. 

Jams,  Marmalades. 

Pickled  products. 

Meat  products. 

Wines,  Cordials. 

Beverages. 

Ice  Oream 

108  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  a  number  of  mobile 
vehicles  based  in  adjacent  districts  also  operate  in  this  area. 
74  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  sampling  and  a  total  of  71 
samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  following 
table  indicates  the  results  of  these  samples. 


GRADES 

Total 

1 

2 

*■5 

o 

4 

61 

o 

aJ 

2 

6 

71 

The  eight  samples  graded  3  and  4  were  all  taken  from  mobile 
traders’  vehicles,  and  the  pattern  of  unsatisfactory  bacteriological 
samples  taken  over  a  number  of  years  clearly  indicates  that  the 
sale  of  ice-cream  now  only  presents  problems  in  respect  of  mobile 
traders.  Yet  we  still  continue  to  register  static  premises  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  and  have  no  powers  of  registration  in  respect  of  the  mobile 
ice-cream  salesmen.  I  have  said  this  before  but  must  repeat  it 
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What  a  ludicrous  sr^stem  now  exists  with  regard  to  ice-cream, 
and  particularly  with  regard  to  the  production  of  soft  ice-cream 
which  can  be  made  in  a  vehicle  and  sold  from  it  without  the  control 
of  registration!  An  inspector  has  first  to  find  the  vehicle,  them 
sample  the  ice-cream,  and  if  the  result  of  grading  is  unsatisfactory 
he  then  has  to  find  the  vehicle  again — not  an  easy  task  in  any  area. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  samples  in  relation  to  the 
various  manufacturers,  and  in  interpretating  these  results  the 
recommendations  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  should  be  borne 
in  mind.  50%  of  the  vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  grade  1, 
80%  into  grades  1  or  2,  not  more  than  20%  into  grade  3  and  none 
into  grade  4. 


Manufac¬ 

turer 

No.  of  Retailers 
selling  in  this 
area 

Grade 

Total 

1 

O 

Ld 

3 

4 

'W” 

39 

14 

- 

14 

“B” 

41 

15 

2 

— 

— 

17 

21 

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

‘‘D” 

5. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

“E” 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Mobile  Vans 

1 

— 

— 

1 

“G” 

) }  )  > 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

“W’ 

1  ) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

y )  y  y 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  I 

“j” 

y  y  y  y 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“K” 

) )  y ) 

o 

— 

1 

2 

5  ' 

y  y  y  y 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1  1 

“M” 

y  y  y  > 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

“N” 

y  y  y  y 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

y  y  y  y 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

'T” 

y  y  y  y 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

“0” 

y  y  y  y 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  .  . 

108 

plus  Mobile  Vans 

61 

2 

2 

6 

71 

Milk  Supply 

Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Staffordshire  County 

Council  Health  Inspector,  who  during  the  year  took 
294  samples  from  within  this  district. 

the  following 

Untreated  (farm  bottled) 

61 

Pasteurised 

184 

Sterilised 

49 

45 


Twonty  of  these  -iU  samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  I'est  ; 
these  were  Id  samples  of  untreated  milk  and  7  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk. 

^lost  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  untreated  milk  came 
from  one  dairy  farmer  within  the  district.  A  dithcult  situation 
arose  dtiring  the  year  when  this  dairy  farmer  ceased  to  produce 
his  own  milk,  purchased  untreated  ntilk  in  bulk  for  packing-  and 
retailing  in  cartons  iit  vending  machines,  and  eventually  applied 
for  registration  as  a  distributor  and  a  dairy  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Generab  Regulations.  19d9.  \\'ith  a  long  history  of 
methylene  blue  failures,  intermittent  brucella  abortus  infections, 
and  an  unsatisfactory  dairy  premises,  there  was  no  alternative  than 
to  serve  notice  to  show  cause  why  registration  as  a  distributor 
and  as  a  dairy  should  not  be  refused.  The  problem  was  finally 
resolved  by  the  distributor  obtaining  pasteurised  milk  already 
cartoned  for  his  vending  machines,  and  he  was  duly  registered. 
Subsequent  sampling  clearly  indicated  that  this  was  a  much  more 
satisfactory  arram^ement. 


ACTION  UNDER  THE  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL 

OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 


Over  tJie  b).  ,t  six  years  a  eor)si''ierafj]e  amount  of  your  offjoers’ 
time  fjas  f^een  spent  upon  tfje  imj^lernentation  of  tfie  OouneiTs 
r^oiiey  of  re-dueiny  the  overail  number  of  caravan  sites  to  a  limited 
riumi>»er  of  good  sites  v/iih  higfi  standards  of  njnenity.  d  he  rev/ard 
for  this  work  we.s  'veil  in  evidence  during  tfie  year  witfj  tfje  tfjree 
kj.rger  j^rive.te  sjtes  already  satisfying  tfje  new  fjigher  standarrjs 
required  f^y  tfieir  licences  under  tfje  IhhO  y\ct,  tfje  cornjdeted  f'irst 
idjase  of  tfje  Oouneiks  site  at  ifinksford  witfj  its  even  fjigfjer 
standards,  and  the  commencement  of  the  Sei':ond  fdjase  at  ifinks- 
ford  v/fjjcfj  was  well  advanced  by  the  end  of  the  yen,r. 

1  fje  rnarimgernent  of  your  ''xujncirs  site  at  ifinksford  has  proved 
an  interesting  and  rewarding  task  altfjough  inevitafdy  a  time 
ci'ujsurning  one.  Your  resident  warden,  Mr.  j.  \).  Westwoorl,  fjas 
worked  unstintingly  in  the  building  up  of  tfjis  site  and  fjas  succeeded 
in  fjarrnonising  tfje  routine  administration  with  the  overall  welfare 
()i  tfje  residents.  A  v/ord  of  praise  is  also  due  to  .Mrs.  Westwood 
for  tfje  considerable  amount  of  voluntary  aid  that  she  fias  given 
upon  the  site. 

Autfiorised  sites  in  use  at  tfje  end  of  the  year  n,nd  tfie  number 
of  caravans  u[>>on  tfjcrn  were  as  follows 

Sites  licensed  for  more  than  one  caravan  — 


Silver  Lojdars,  Kings  wood 

21  caravans 

Wfjite  ffarte-,  Kinver 

28  „ 

Lendeford  ffall,  WYottesley 

bh  „ 

Single  caravan  sites  licensed  for  special 

purposes — 

1 2  sites 

12  „ 

Council  orierated  sites — 

j 

Ifinksford  Yjot  eornydeted; 

82 

.  •  74^  ,  J 

hi  visits  were  made  to  caravan  sites  during  the  year  and  20.‘i 
visits  to  inriividual  caravans,  d  fje  illegal  siting  of  itinerant  cara¬ 
vans  entailed  a  furtfjer  1  l.n  inspections  of  land  and  a  total  of  277 
caravans  were  involved.  Considern.ble  nuisance  was  causfxf  by  the 
excessive  amounts  of  rubbisfj  left  befjind  wfjen  these  caravans  were 
moved  on.  d'o  overcome  tfje  jiroblern  of  getting  these  flagrant 
offenders  of  the  Litter  Act  into  Court  arrangements  were  made 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  setting  up  (A  a  Special  ('j)Mrt 
at  short  notice.  W'ith  tfie  active  co-ojieration  of  tfie  Staffordsfiire 
County  fvdice  tfiis  action  was  taken  in  Lecernfier  am]  six  men  were 
proceeded  against  under  the  Jj’tter  Act  and  eacfi  fined  {/>  fcjr 
offences  committed  but  48  fiours  previously. 
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During  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances  under 
the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act.  lOhO,  in  respect 
of  the  use  of  land  as  a  caravan  site  without  licence.  Fines  of  iAO 

•n.’ 

anei  £10  with  Costs  were  imposed. 


ACTION  UNDER  OTHER  ACTS 
Oifices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  Act  is  designed  to  make  provision  for  securing  the  health, 
safety,  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  offices,  shops 
and  railway  premises  ;  but  the  Council’s  responsibilities  are  mainly 
for  offices  and  shops  not  contained  in  factories. 

]\Iost  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  came  into  operation  during 
1964,  and  every  effort  was  made  during  that  year  to  see  that  all 
affected  premises  were  registered.  Only  sixteen  general  inspections 
were  carried  out  in  1964. 

In  1965  a  total  of  98  general  inspections  were  carried  out  ; 
and  in  1966  the  remaining  65  registered  premises  received  their 
general  inspection. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1966  was  that  all  registered  premises 
had  received  their  first  general  inspection,  and  premises  which  had 
contravened  the  Act  were  being  re-visited.  A  new  table  has  been 
included  to  show  the  number  of  premises  and  the  subject  matters 
which  had  received  attention  to  comply  with  the  Act  as  a  result 
of  the  service  of  informal  notices. 

We  are  finding  that  shops  whose  only  employees  are  immediate 
relatives  are  still  registering  their  premises  and  thinking  that  the 
Act  applies  to  them.  1  think  that  it  is  a  regrettable  feature  of  the 
Act,  that  members  of  the  employers  family  should  be  deprived  of  the 
protection  of  this  Act  for  their  health  and  safety. 

This  is  the  third  year  of  operation  of  this  Act,  and  1  find  it 
surprising  that  in  spite  of  the  publicity  the  pro^'isions  of  the  Act 
have  received,  we  have  not  yet  had  a  complaint  from  an  employee 
of  any  registered  premises  with  regard  to  a  contravention  thereof. 


48 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


('.lass  of  premises. 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

Total 

number  of 
premises 
at  end  of 
year. 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a  general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

— 

20 

8 

i<etail  Shoj^s 

0 

102 

34 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Catering  establi.shments  open  to  the 

— 

I 

1 

public,  canteens  .  . 

2 

34 

22 

Fuel  storage  dej^ots 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

8 

103 

05 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  : 

224 


Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace  : 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of 
Persons 
Employed 

Offices 

rm 

Retail  shops 

274 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

4 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

260 

Canteens 

21 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

Total  .  . 

1063 

Total  Males  .  . 

492 

Total  Females 

571 

Exemptions — Nil. 
Prosecutions — Nil. 


49 


Analysis  of  Contraventions  (65  premises  inspected). 

Section  4 — Cleanliness.  26  premises  were  found  to  be  in  need  of 
redecoration  in  some  part  of  the  premises. 

Section  6 — Temperature.  43  premises  were  without  a  suitable 
thermometer. 

Section  7 — Ventilation.  In  14  premises  improved  means  of 
ventilation  was  necessary. 

Section  8 — Lighting.  There  were  16  instances  where  the  lighting 
was  either  inadequate  or  unsuitable.  Many  of  these  were 
store  rooms  at  the  back  of  intensively  lit  shops,  some  with 
unshaded  bulbs  badly  sited. 

The  standards  recommended  by  the  Illuminating  Engineering 
Society  have  been  used  as  a  guide  to  the  interpretation  of  light 
meter  readings,  and  have  been  recommended  to  employers  as  a 
desirable  optimum. 

Section  9 — Sanitary  Conveniences.  4  premises  had  insufficient 
sanitary  accommodation,  and  5  premises  had  defective  sanitary 
conveniences. 

Section  10 — Washing  Facilities.  14  premises  had  defective  or 
deficient  washing  facilities.  The  deficiencies  were  mostty  in 
respect  of  unsatisfactory  hot  water  supply. 

Section  12 — Accommodation  of  Clothing.  In  29  premises  it  was 
found  that  accommodation  for  clothing  was  inadequate  ; 
mainly  because  there  were  no  satisfactory  arrangements  for 
the  drying  of  wet  outdoor  clothing.  In  all  small  establish¬ 
ments  the  provision  of  coat-hangers  in  a  situation  where  wet 
clothing  can  dry  out  was  all  that  was  called  for. 


Section  13 — Sitting  Facilities.  3  shop  premises  were  found  to  be 
without  an  adequate  number  of  seats  for  the  shop  workers. 

Section  16 — Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs.  Defective  conditions 
existed  in  29  premises.  The  main  defects  were  badly  worn 
floor  coverings  and  lack  of  hand  rails  to  stairs. 

Section  17 — Fencing  of  Exposed  Parts  of  Machinery.  Two  items 
of  dangerous  machinery  were  found  to  be  not  securely  fenced. 


50 


Section  24 — First  Aid  Provisions.  The  absence  of  first  aid  boxes 
was  still  the  commonest  single  contravention  found  and  51 
premises  were  failing  in  this  respect. 

Section  48 — Notification  of  Accidents.  Only  one  accident  was 
reported  during  the  year.  This  involved  a  female  office 
worker  whose  finger  was  crushed  by  the  sliding  door  of  a  cup¬ 
board  being  closed  by  another  worker. 

Section  50 — Information  to  Employees.  Very  few  employers  were 
aware  of  their  obligations  under  “  The  Inform.ation  for 
Employees  Regulations  1965  and  51  premises  were  found 
defaulting  in  this  respect.  Some  complained  of  difficulties 
in  obtaining  booklets.  To  assist  in  this  matter  a  bulk  supply 
was  obtained  and  booklets  a.re  sold  to  individual  premises 
requiring  them. 


Section  of  Act  and 

Subject  Matter 

i 

Number  of  Registered  premises  where 
Improvements  have  been  carried  out 
to  comply  with  the  Act. 

Offices 

Shops 

Catering 

Establish¬ 

ments 

TOTAL 

4 

Cleanliness 

2 

14 

8 

24 

6 

Temperature 

3 

20 

10 

33 

7 

Ventilation 

1 

7 

2 

10 

8 

Lighting . 

— 

4 

5 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences  .  . 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

10 

Washing  Facilities 

1 

5 

2 

8 

12 

Accommodation  for  Cloth- 

ing  . 

2 

20 

8 

30 

13 

Sitting  Facilities  .  . 

— 

3 

— 

3 

15 

Eating  Facilities  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

16 

Floors,  passages,  stairs  .  . 

1 

4 

4 

9 

24 

First  Aid  Provision 

7 

32 

11 

50 

50 

Information  to  Employees 

3 

32 

13 

48 

TOTALS  .  . 

20 

143 

63 

226 

51 


Factories  Act,  1861 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

In  - 
spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

10 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

78 

63 

21 

(hi)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  b}^ 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

TOTAL  .  . 

88 

74 

21 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Bv  H.M. 

'  In¬ 
spector 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  .  . 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

_ 

19 

26 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

TOTAL 

21 

29 

— 

— 

Part  VI IB  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 

No.  of  Outworkers  :  Nil, 


Shops  Ad,  1950 

There  are  225  shop  premises  within  the  district.  Most  visits 
were  made  in  conjunction  with  inspections  under  other  Acts  and 
Regulations,  but  three  visits  were  specifically  made  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Shops  Act  Hours  of  Closing.  Although  the  vexed  question 
of  Sunday/  trading  is  still  with  us,  no  further  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year  following  the  proceedings  which  were 
taken  at  the  end  of  1964. 

Petroleum  Cor^soliddion  Ad,  1928 

93  premdses  were  licensed  under  this  Act  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit.  21  of  these  are  public  filling  stations  and  72  are 
private  installations. 

Conditions  of  licence  are  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code, 
with  additional  conditions  to  govern  the  use  of  petroilers.  These 
conditions  are  designed  to  protect  those  who  come  into  close 
contact  with  highly  inflammable  substances,  and  the  small  number 
of  incidents  that  occur  would  seem  to  fully  justify  what  sometimes 
may  appear  to  be  stringent  requirements. 

A  total  of  209  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  and  the 
following  works  effected. 


Tanks  and  Pipelines  tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Vent  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Fire  Equipment  made  up  to  scale  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Safety  ^¥arning  Notices  provided  . .  . ,  .  .  8 

Electrical  Equipment  checked  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


Meetings  of  the  Midlands  Petroleum  Acts  Administration 
Group  were  attended  whenever  possible  and  all  efforts  made  to  try 
and  ensure  a  uniformity  of  administration  of  the  Petroleum  Act. 

Theatres  Act,  1843 

Annual  licences  are  issued  under  this  Act  for  the  public 
performance  of  stage  plays  at  certain  village  halls  and  schools. 
Conditions  are  imposed  for  the  general  safety  of  members  of  the 
public  who  attend  these  performances.  They  control  the  maximum 
numbers  to  be  admitted,  the  arrangements  for  seating  and  gang¬ 
ways,  the  adequacy  of  exits  and  the  emergency  lighting  of  these, 
the  provision  of  satisfactory  fire  fighting  appliances  and  the  fire 
proofing  of  stage  materials,  and  other  general  matters  in  the 
interests  of  public  safety.  A  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the 
Fire  Prevention  Officers  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  and 
their  advice  and  recommendations  are  strictly  adhered  to. 

Nine  halls  were  licensed  during  the  year  and  32  inspections 
made  to  ensure  that  their  conditions  were  fully  complied  with. 
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Prevention  of  damage  by  R'e^ts  Act.  1949 
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Sev%er  Treatments 
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Animal  Boardir  ii  Establishment  Act,  1964 
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Pet  Animals  Act.  1951 
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Refuse  Storage  Arrangements 


Dustbins  provided  for  fixed  annual 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

charge  (including  Council  Houses) 
Dustbins  replaced  under  rateborne 

— 

147 

520 

558 

scheme 

974 

653 

— 

— 

Dustbins  sold 

Paper  sack  holders  provided  under 

71 

58 

— 

— 

replacement  schemes 

Paper  sack  holders  sold  for  new 

47s 

121 

43 

— 

houses 

Premises  using  paper  sacks  (at 

17 

46 

1 

— 

31st  December) 

730 

220 

60 

— 

Following  the  introduction  in  1965  of  a  rateborne  dustbin 
provision  scheme,  the  standard  of  receptacles  in  use  for  refuse 
storage  was  by  the  end  of  1966  quite  satisfactory.  A  simple  and 
effective  system  of  renewal  of  dustbins  as  soon  as  they  become 
defective  is  now  in  operation  and  proceeds  at  a  steady  rate  based 
mainly  on  drivers’  reports.  Satisfactory  trial  over  an  eighteen- 
month  period  with  high-density  blow-moulded  black  polythene 
dustbins  has  prompted  a  complete  changeover  from  the  heavier 
and  more  difficult  to  clean  metal  dustbin. 

Storage  arrangements  at  many  shops,  hotels  and  schools 
still  leave  something  to  be  desired.  It  is  hoped  that  at  some 
time  in  the  future,  larger  and  more  suitable  receptacles  will  be 
provided  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  area  around  these 
premises  and  also  give  econom}^  to  the  collection  service.  These 
premises  may  then  enjoy  a  modernisation  equivalent  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  disposable  sacks  for  refuse  storage. 

Paper  Sack  Refuse  Schemes 

By  the  end  of  the  year  6%  of  properties  collected  from  were 
using  disposable  paper  sacks  for  refuse  storage  ;  both  Council 
owned  and  privately  owned  properties,  old  and  new,  were  included 
in  these  schemes.  Surveys  showed  there  were  two  main  complaints 
from  householders  using  these  sacks  :  difficulty  with  hot  ashes 
and  the  liability  of  the  sack  to  tear.  The  improvement  in  hygiene 
was  recognised  almost  unanimously.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
greater  care  in  disposal  of  waste  is  required  of  the  householder  to 
obtain  full  benefit  from  the  system.  The  most  recent  survey, 
carried  out  in  December  when  there  is  likely  to  be  greatest  criticism, 
shows  that  where  freestanding,  protected  holders  are  provided  in 
conjunction  with  a  single  ply,  waterproofed  sack,  56%  of  users 
prefer  this  system,  39%  prefer  the  conventional  dustbin  and  5% 
are  non-committal.  It  has  been  found  that  between  2  and  4%  of 
sacks  fail,  mainly  due  to  penetration  by  sharp  objects  in  the 
refuse. 


56 


With  this  s^^stem,  employees,  like  householders,  are  required 
to  change  their  methods  and  this  is  not  always  achieved  without 
some  difficulty  but  the  improved  working  conditions  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  result  is,  in  the  long  term,  bound  to  be  a  benefit  to  them 
and  should  have  a  good  effect  on  future  recruitment.  The  other 
advantage  of  dustlessness  without  expensive  bin  lifting  equipment, 
noise  reduction,  and  lesser  fire  risk  in  vehicles  and  on  the  tip,  must 
all  be  weighed  against  the  dislikes  and  disadvantages. 

Work  study  recently  carried  out  shows  that  the  labour  saving 
already  miore  than  covers  the  cost  of  sacks  on  present  schemes  and 
this  saving  is  likely  to  increase  as  wage  increases  outstrip  increases 
in  paper  sack  costs.  Soon  it  will  be  an  economic  proposition  to 
introduce  disposable  sacks  to  areas  where  carries  are  less  difficult. 


Refuse  Collection 


Premises  collected  from  (at  .31st 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

December) 

Total  number  of  dustbins  and  sacks 

12,198 

13,450 

13,100 

12,900 

on  rounds  (at  31st  December)  .  . 
Premises  having  separate  waste- 

1.5,165 

16,754 

16,274 

15,840 

paper  collection  .  . 

Productivity  (bins/sacks  emptied 

114 

118 

112 

120 

per  man-hour) 

12.5 

12.0 

11.8 

11.4 

Number  of  dustbins  emptied  in  year 

784,765 

829,625 

807,771 

769,797 

Although  properties  taken  over  as  a  result  of  boundary  changes 
were  more  difficult  to  collect  from  than  those  given  up,  by  the 
employ m.ent  of  a  new  vehicle  and  by  judicious  round  alterations 
productivity  rose  well  and  a  good  response  was  made  to  the 
reduced  working  week  which  cam.e  into  effect  at  the  start  of  the 
year.  Although  paper  sacks  have  obviously  assisted  in  this 
productivity  rise,  even  if  two  sacks  are  regarded  as  equivalent  to 
one  dustbin,  there  has  still  been  an  increase  of  2%  in  1966  over  the 
already  high  figure  for  1965. 

A  weekly  frequency  of  back-door  collection  has  been  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  bank  holiday 
weeks  and  the  period  after  Christmas  1965.  For  the  first  full  year, 
the  wastepaper  collection  service  from  shops  has  also  been  operated 
at  a  weekly  interval  with  hardly  any  interruption.  The  free  bulky 
refuse  collection  service  was  suspended  on  1st  April,  1966,  as  an 
economy  measure  but  such  refuse  continued  to  be  collected  on  a 
rechargeable  basis. 

The  modern  refuse  vehicle  with  its  high  load  compression  has 
become  a  very  complicated  specialist  machine  demanding  consider¬ 
able  know-how  from  the  vehicle  mechanics  and,  in  spite  of  its 
arduous  duties,  it  has  to  be  kept  in  a  fully  roadworthy  condition 
and  able  to  cope  with  the  ever  increasing  volume  and  amount  of 
refuse  produced. 


57 


Refuse  Disposal 

1966  1965  1964  1963 

Estimated  annual  tonnage  disposed 

of .  12,750  12,898  12,722  12,220 

Any  hold  up  on  the  one  central  refuse  tip  in  use  could  cause  a 
serious  situation  having  regard  to  the  number  of  Council  and 
private  vehicles  which  use  the  tip  each  day.  Only  one  operator 
with  one  tractor  is  regularly  employed  to  level  and  seed  each  day’s 
refuse,  maintain  roadways  and  keep  the  tipping  area  screened. 
Nevertheless  the  tip  has  been  properly  controlled  through  1966 
and  no  tip  fire  occurred. 

Pm  Closet  Emptying 

1966  1965  1964  1963 

Premises  with  conservancy  closets  198  247  276  437 

Number  of  pans  emptied  in  year  ..  14,038  19,118  24,545  23,633 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  pan  round  occupied  the  vehicle 
and  team  for  two  days  out  of  each  week,  the  remainder  of  the 
working  week  being  spent  on  cesspool  emptying.  A  new  vehicle, 
to  replace  the  1956  emptier  now  in  use,  was  placed  on  order  for 
delivery  in  Spring  1967. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Premises  draining  to  cesspools  (31st 
December) 

Number  of  cesspools  emptied  in  year 
Thousands  of  gallons  removed  from 
cesspools  .  . 


1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

848 

819 

793 

865 

2,573 

2,415 

2,557 

2,674 

3,813 

3,320 

3,439 

4,264 

On  boundary  changes,  only  four  cesspools  were  “  lost  ”  to 
other  authorities  whilst  40  cesspools  were  “  gained,”  and  most  of 
the  latter  were  found  to  need  very  frequent  attention  to  avoid 
overflowing  onto  roadways.  Without  the  use  of  a  new  or  addi¬ 
tional  vehicle  some  difficulty  was  experienced  at  times  in  keeping 
down  to  a  maximum  of  seven  days  the  waiting  period  between 
request  and  emp) tying.  Nevertheless,  the  routine  of  emptying  at  a 
fixed  interval  was  extended  to  certain  properties  with  special  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  routine  emptpdng  can  be  made 
available  to  more  properties  in  the  near  future.  When  time 
allowed,  rechargeable  work  was  undertaken  in  the  cleaning  of  trade 
and  effluent  tanks  at  local  factories. 


The  use  of  a  larger  capacity  vehicle  for  this  work,  with  the 
consequent  reduction  in  unit  costs,  is  not  practicable  in  this  district 
owing  to  risk  of  damage  to  private  drives.  The  cheap  surfacing  of 
many  drives  with  tarmacadam  but  without  foundation  results  in 
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damage  to  the  drive  from  the  weight  of  the  emptying  vehicle, 
yet  to  stand  out  on  the  road  increases  the  work  involved  and  often 
causes  a  traffic  hazard. 


Litter  Clearance 


Litter  baskets  sited  in  area 
Total  man-hours  worked 
Abandoned  vehicles  disposed  of 


1966 

173 

4,722 

4 


1965 

170 

3,213 

5 


1964 

170 

2,960 

2 


1963 

160 

2,821 

1 


Apart  from  a  special  Litter  Patrol  vehicle  and  a  separate 
pedestrian-operated  suction  sweeping  machine,  a  refuse  vehicle 
was  often  at  work  during  the  year  to  augment  the  constant  scaven¬ 
ging  of  road  verges  and  dumping  grounds.  In  addition,  there  are 
standing  week-end  arrangements  for  hand  pickers  to  tidy-up  village 
centres  and  shopping  areas.  Trunk  road  lay-bys  are  cleaned  up 
fortnightly  and  all  litter  baskets  are  regularly  emptied.  Cleaning 
up  after  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  also  had  to  be  undertaken  far 
too  often. 


With  the  assistance  of  the  Staffordshire  Constabulary,  legal 
action  for  litter  offences  was  taken  in  three  cases  in  the  year — one 
of  these  involved  the  calling  of  a  special  court  to  deal  with  itinerant 
caravanners.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  seven  other  cases 
involving  litter  deposits  near  the  highway.  A  standing  arrangement 
drawn  up  with  the  agreement  of  the  Chief  Constable  enables 
abandoned  vehicles  to  be  promptly  removed  to  the  Council  Depot 
pending  enquiries  as  to  ownership. 


Salvage 


1966  1965 

Weight  of  baled  wastepaper  sold  (tons)  33.4  21.9 

Value  of  baled  wastepaper  sold  .  .  f342  f^224 


1964 

9.1 

^80 


1963 

15.1 

;fll7 


Early  1966  saw  a  return  to  exhortations  for  maximum  waste- 
paper  recovery  but  before  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  high 
stocks  at  mills  and  indications  of  price  reductions  to  come.  The 
value  to  the  Council  in  carrying  on  this  trading  is  not  in  the  small 
amount  of  profit  which  can  accrue  but  because  it  pays  for  the 
wages  of  a  relief  refuse  collector  who  does  the  work  when  not 
required  on  a  round. 


Public  Conveniences 

It  is  impossible  to  ensure  that  at  all  times  the  seven  widely 
scattered  unattended  conveniences  are  in  a  proper  state  of  clean¬ 
liness,  but  regular  cleaning  of  them  is  organised  and  frequent 
checks  on  this  are  carried  out.  Wash  basins  have  been  provided 
in  all  conveniences  and  frost-proofing  of  water  service  pipes  by 
means  of  electrical  heating  tape. 


Clearing  of  Ofestriieted  Drains 

1966  1965  1964  1963 

Total  Drains  relieved  .  .  .  .  450  460  427  581 

Income  from  relief  of  single  private 

drains  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ^46  ;£63  ;^43  ^45 

This  work  occupies  about  30%  of  the  time  of  an  operator 
with  a  5-cwt.  van,  his  other  duties  being  rodent  control  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  public  health  work. 


Vehicle  f^aintenance 


Number  of  road  vehicles  regularly 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

serviced 

Percentage  of  working  time  vehicles 

32 

32 

31 

30 

under  repair 

2.9% 

3.5% 

3.6% 

3.5% 

Total  fleet  mileage  .  . 

349,020 

298,350 

281,281 

264,540 

Total  accidents  involving  vehicles.  . 
Mileage  per  road  accident  where 

27 

14 

19 

22 

Council  driver  to  blame 

49,860 

59,670 

40,183 

33,068 

Number  of  safe  driving  awards 

18 

17 

16 

— 

Present  traffic  conditions  and  new  commercial  vehicle  Regu¬ 
lations  are  dictating  progressively  higher  standards  of  vehicle 
maintenance.  Of  great  assistance  in  achieving  these,  are  the 
excellent  working  conditions  (with  the  possible  exception  of  space 
heating)  provided  for  the  three  mechanics  at  the  Heath  Mill  Depot. 

Because  of  the  differing  types  of  work  that  local  authority 
transport  is  used  on,  there  is  bound  to  be  a  variety  in  the  types  of 
vehicle  employed,  but  co-operation  between  the  two  user  depart¬ 
ments  has  achieved  standardisation,  with  its  obvious  benefits, 
as  much  as  is  practicable,  but  it  is  necessary  to  consider  this  aspect 
whenever  new  vehicles  are  to  be  purchased. 


Work  Study  (covering  all  services  administered  by  Public  Health 
Department). 


Percentage  of  bonus  earned  to  basic 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

pay  . 

28% 

29% 

26% 

26% 

Annual  productivity  increase 

Annual  increase  in  men’s  total 

+  4% 

+  1% 

+  4% 

+  3% 

earnings 

+  2% 

+  7% 

+  4% 

+  10% 

Amount  paid  out  in  bonus .  . 

Nett  benefit  to  Council  (based  on 
reduced  unit  costs  and  allowing 

;^7,938 

;^6,729 

;^6,166 

for  administration  costs) .  . 

;^14,900 

£U,500 

;^13,800 

Hh483 

All  outside  employees  are  covered  by  incentive  bonus  schemes 
which  are  administered  from  within  the  department. 
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Inspections  and  Visits  fey  Public  Health  inspectors 


Refuse  Collection 

o  •  • 

351 

Refuse  Disposal 

•  *  • 

•  *  • 

123 

Litter  Clearance 

.  •  • 

185 

Transport  Maintenance 

• 

175 

Public  Conveniences  .  . 

•  >  • 

73 

Trade  Refuse  Collection 

37 

Salvage  Recovery 

.  . 

.  . 

12 

Total  Annual  Costs  of  Cleansing  Services 

1966/7 

1965/6 

1964/5 

1963/4 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Nett  Cost — 

Refuse  Collection 

Approx. 

.  .  45,475 

44,907 

39,180 

37,623 

Refuse  Disposal  .  . 

3,510 

3,423 

2,885 

2,788 

Salvage 

(Profit  27) 

19 

15 

69 

Litter  Clearance  .  . 

3,800 

2, in 

1,796 

1,482 

Pan  Emptying 

1,914 

2,218 

2,326 

2,558 

Cesspool  Emptying 

5,304 

4,448 

3,478 

4,351 

Public  Conveniences 

2,324 

2,089 

1,782 

1,752 

62,300 

59,881 

51,462 

50,583 

Income — All  Services 

1,995 

1,487 

1,267 

1,048 

Gross  Cost 

.  .  64,295 

61,368 

52,729 

51,671 

Rate  Burden 

lOfd. 

9id. 

8|d. 

9d. 

Overall  Unit  Costs  of  Various  Cleansing  Services 

1966/7  1965/6 

1964/5 

1963/4 

S.  d.  S.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Dry  Refuse  Removal — 

Per  ton  collected 

3  13  6 

3  7  0 

3  0  3 

2  19  8 

Per  ton  disposed  of 

5  3 

4  10 

4  5 

4  5 

Per  dustbin  emptied  .  . 

1  2 

1  Oi 

ni 

11 

Collection  and  Disposal — 

Per  premises  per  year  .  . 

3  17  6 

3  9  6 

3  0  4 

3  1  3 

Pan  Emptying — 

Per  premises  collected  from 

per  year 

8  13  5 

7  15  9 

6  16  1 

5  17  1 

Per  pan  collected 

3  1 

2  5 

2  0 

2  2 

Cesspool  Emptying — 

Per  cesspool  emptied  .  . 

2  3  2 

2  1  6 

1  11  1 

1  12  0 

Per  premises  per  year  (average) 

6  14  2 

5  15  2 

4  14  8 

5  6  11 

Per  1,000  gallons  removed  .  . 

1  7  7 

1  8  5 

1  1  10 

1  1  8 

Total  Fleet  Operating  Costs  (All  Coundr 

s  vehides — driver's  wages 

not  induded) 

1966/7 

1965/6 

1964/5 

1963/4 

Vehicles  in  fleet 

32/35 

32 

31/32 

30 

Gross  Cost 

..  ;C26,120 

;^23,354 

;^18,653 

18,983 

Percentage  time  vehicles  under 

repair  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2.9% 

3.5% 

3.6% 

3.5% 

Road  Mileage  covered 

.  .  351,700 

317,877 

281,281 

264,540 

Cost  per  road  mile  .  . 

. .  l/5|d. 

l/5id. 

l/4d. 

l/5id. 
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